7

An Open Letter to all Old Dunelmians’
Srom Michael Gibson. 0.D.(School House 1957-6])

This letter is writlen in sugport of 7.G.R. Berkeley 0.0
( School House 1956 - 67)6/1/&5 raising of Z‘A.e,m,aft@r'g( what he aris
as an adyerse a/wuya in the lonstitubion and nature f 77»0

OMMMMJO%
Trevor is ob ectayzfoéﬁe/ oﬁmy o which establishes it that

Jormer Mr‘«[s o f/wﬁow’ and, Choristers Schools who hawve Aot gone

on to their secondary education at Durham School may now be knouwn
as or become OMW&MW’ agree with /remrz%a.t this c/uuyb
L5 wrong Mﬁ/mfwté.fkotdcéfafad ossible be reversed.

[ woudd aryxue/i/,,a,t The OMMWW&GL@WInL&
Airected A‘,ﬁseé“/oru mmé«wy this a/wwya # has thus rendered the
term. Ol Dunelmian’ somewhat améyuo,as and nonsensical, The
G/vafyajaeé‘ ainst W axwé[ofoo (7?4.454«5 WAJ/ f/twttt[esf
the Society M ofils members are /tmﬁ in tnverted commas Anthis
Letter:

/ The term Old Dunelmian’ originally 4//)/6@4‘]4“3«4@9 hist -
. and Wm@,ﬁm w&éWr orin a jwra,ésense/ Zo o former
loufuté of ' Durham School. This isno éa;yzr the case; becomsethe term
L5 now wsed to refer to persons who Aid not atlend Durham School. Joe-
c:r'féoa/é; At has been decided that W of The Choristers School
and of Bowr School who have been secondarily educated elsewhere
than afl Durham School may rnowr be accounted Old Dunedmians.

/£ ”"‘fy reasana}[ 55 S»urnvw‘ecé tﬁafz t/ws bewutﬁ&
msage and afflocaﬁm o t/w/ Cerm OMﬁurw/bmmv/oSa(aecféz rel-
ated to the situation w’wp wrham School tbjwi/ter eocth Bow
Sehool and The Chortsters School became an organisation called
77e Durham Cathedral Schoeols Foundation.

/4‘« be said that, as nmzfmfemftkpsf:mmm the
thrve Schools W a sorl oro(fyze, I shared cc&ntcé ' Buk this shared
»ia(znﬁt@ A5 &oy:f(emu»fwg and Jecarw(ajto W/armwg/ﬂn‘céaryw -
al, idertily that each School L factually szecﬁfwm relains. The

/mfxls o cach School are wleW kuyoras/{awuy been such, 725:

moy also now é@WMﬂM wn.oétecﬁrwcw@.ﬁué second-
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a,nié, as M/éb)wﬁnmfc?i&‘y 77 A«%WMY&L&AOOLS Soundation ~
ina %mf‘t sense gcﬂw zerm/’pafd,f M’Wc"t ma:yéa noted that
Durham School is, as a secondary school, digerentin Rind to the

Bow School and The %ﬁdm.fc/wa(/.)
We maowy now w&lo&ra:y@érvt’/w /ao&iﬁan that The Old

Dunelicn Society has arvived at-in allowing as members, who are

alsoto be called Old Dunelmians) persons who do rot havethe orig-

inal, factual, technical distinclion and identity of hawing
been s of DurhamSchool.

" ‘/Zofs AATNEAGL the term ld Dunelminn’. tf:fuom,&/
f@okwm[{y .flaza«kaaj, WWM 6 may Ae/.ﬂ«yjes‘tea(a that a non-
Sense has been 5r'0¢g/¢ about: theterm Od Dunelmian’ maiy now
be ssed to refer to individuals éwaé&y t/w/orvjtlnai, /Dnn,afav(/,
Aistorical characteristic of an Oldl Dunelmian’ The term Old,

-Dun&émbm/’frwfy now be saidto contradict /étsa{ff 7-A.e/ one term

is nowmsed to refer to two (or m,orej things that are, in what As
the /ormcc/m/? W re.s'feof/) techni adéy oégy’er&nt.- As has been
said, this e nsage goes @a«énsfx Law& and L{yio. 1t is thews
tezo/ww'm{(y and /om«ot&owé{/y,{}nra,é&a& /t is fa&s’e,. /t m@zamé@sdd
that the new wge,imvdécqu«e& the or{gémé one. . , ‘

/ am haoping that at the next A.GM. of The Old Dunelm
iafrvfociatj'a/el may discuss the /pas&éﬁ&l«:éy oF rwer&try thes C/W
in the structure and natwre of the Society, and may even effect
that reversal. The logic of language Suggests that there ée/;e/oamze/
Jocieties orthe pupils of the individual schools.

Topurther the argument for reversal of the change, / shadl
:%m local’ matters corwaﬂu'dy The OMMWJOMJ,M
%WMM Schools Foundatlion in relation to matters wfzc&rg
Socieby more w’/ic(aéy, and sugqgest /oos&ié&’/ Links.

o So my a/pfro;w/v Lo malters Tg&tﬂ{wy The Old Dunedmian
foo&eéy,/m.a been /Drmc(-/’au({y Mf“ﬂmnwg hwsfxb& /t has
been munch about the wse of éomW in jerwmé as well cwm//oa«fttc -
wlar mS/wcté /n orv[w:for MM Zo be cogent and L for any consegu-
ent action lo be true and, just, due attention needsto be giventothe
logic of langsuage: There are three particwlar matters ngarc&y which



- 3 -
/ think aﬂwptéon/mﬂséeamum% and in which bad sernse
has /ran/avélec{/.‘-

(a) -/Ze:fir.st is a [Lﬁemg nzafl‘er; one rga,ra[i,/:y }oafrj e
poctics. [t concerns whal may bethe best wse of theterms ‘poerm’
and /(oaetr:y.’ fora [oxy time [ have been a.a[a[re&%&y this matteras
The Petician ( COm) An mré inlerest in ‘foe@,:fv.fw at Durhan
School éy/\/o rman Macleocl M/%yﬂ Dillon (mé{e jmmwﬁmv the

redowbtabl Tohn Brett was //za‘{fnaoted. Led to miy laiar'nmkuy a
close examinalion of-the croft of bnglish poelry overils thirteen hun-
dred year fdstoryin ordertounderstandl its nature better, and to
perrorm any g‘/af An ALs at:iy/p'na,é W Jia&czg tones and
rhythms, Sofar asthat is fossiﬁ(e/.

Inthe course ofthis fé»w{y At pecame clearto methat
the /rtmzfué tzrms;f oem’’ and ;oodr:y)tﬁemé'&év’es are MWM.S
An their presentnsages. This nméfy/w.‘éy Aas cany:[z)oi ty. Wemay
aﬁofba&/v the mai‘Z&r histo mcal{y

Th most of tAe thirleen Mg Aisto thec
y}odr ; tker:gms;aazn%j and poelry were Mmﬁ{w Z‘Z:tt
referved to things that were writter orspokes in verse.. Verse-
cra ,’4.5 AL was orfy/émwléy Z‘en'naoé. wns The /mdtce, g"mmény
tA«éryf in words that had /oar'tiuo[a/r; jioﬂhaé oé‘e,c&;yp, charncter-
dstics. [ wns also called simply ‘aron{-cry%f /t was ‘urm'&‘f:«/({:ﬁayk
the ‘word-thing’ might not be actually written a[ow'n/)/én, seLs o
measured linesAn a consistent rhythmic mode (in elements
that might later be termed, Sfoet). And in conjunction with this
consistent r/yt/wmio structure there was another oé/'ma and

lar patterni t@(/A«W . In omrearly poctr/this was a syst~

:?:ﬁ,;p ;azte::z of alliteration’ TA&m{ZZZ l«{e{” centuries ;énw’

was msed Scﬁemat‘;oal{y. These were, cvwénre;. the or{y«éndé. primary

technical characleristics oF what were called ;Ooetg’M;:ozms.’ 74

The wgwfé@se terms has cAaryacé. with a loss in

precision and %Méwfv, /v meore recent Limes the samv:fimdemen/ -
tal terms }werrv’m»pé;)odfy'/tm@ been @ofléeé Lo writing that is less
and less j‘b rmall This a&wz[a/ouy ﬂm&ymlfy has baen resisted éy.&bﬂw |
I And see Apf@rw{{x A i yow are al all inforested inthese matters!
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bul such resistance has all pul alo.mf/aeamcé /n modern times the

oryt g" /oaatfy'/ino&w[es /oéaces 'é‘/mt are said o pe i what is

tzrm«:é_}‘m V?.rS'e;.) which may look Like /aadg) onthe /@0: and

AL n{ow’/bno&adw‘ W’/wv? are ca«(lué}.vrase poems. Both theseterms

are self- contradiclon; are nonsenses; theiruse ain-

st éa:jwaye, anol [agoc/t% matler entails wa%wm w

intellect. The terms ‘/werw,maé ;oo et?_'y'ﬂm now . wsed of f/w'-r:ys

that are 9“7‘“&, aéjﬁfarmﬁ technical kinds /Inoleed, this am-

L U OUSNESS Aayono sofar that in o f@é[ésﬁd Little book
Sor children abount ;Oo&ﬁr:y'a«rw{ what it is )éy A runch re.ffectaé
f/fy/wm, the [ma&ry statement on which The book /i{/f’wrw(eaé/ts

this:
A /ooem,/t'«J apoem /‘9‘ the writer and
the reader agree Alls a poery.
(Michael Rosen, What is Foetry?, 201¢)

/ reqard the peypetralion of this nonsense o be a disgrace
Lo all cor»cerf:ZL. Bul tA/; %[W{s%{wc/\.m will Aeﬂémcéén‘f:g;o
accept L and entrench it.ft isa ;@Zw

AlL of 116 are taught so ihg aboul f ‘and poems
e&w{y in owéit?;‘. Most ;Z:g will A/m.car/zp mm’e/an:.a&z’ the ﬁméz.'/a-
wity of theseterms. Most gfas are not inclined Loresist &, because
it doesn’t mattergreatly Bud 2 might be said that thisimpre-
cision tnthe nseof terms has embedded Alsebiin general consci-
ousness. This,/ suqgest, presents & general danger: [ mtherthink that
AL may incline ws to accept and even Lo perpelinte firther nonsenses
Ln other situations.

The M ity in these ofthe term Old Dunelmian’
meay be consiclered if?;gra'l[d wzf/vz:z;/ a.m.évjuoas use i z
terms ;ooem'am,a(//?yo etrj

(6) The terms ‘/rw‘& /om’mué j‘rw verse are in M&}:[oﬁnlfy’
but do not affea,rﬂbm%/ in jene,mL discowrse in wﬁufy world. ! How-
evey the odd term,:yaj/ as a synonymy ﬁr‘ %,omasm’w for the
less tecAnical term ‘ffuae/ryéas beerw in wide and active wsefora

long time: And now we arewell wwsed to the term, guymarriage.
The iyﬁrmdf« Z«‘@r’m:}ciymmiaja%m nowr as il were Aeervﬁrm&z%)



-5’-

t/vro,«,fyA the /onss,éry o /7 A&Ma«nicye/ﬁwfex Cmfles/fict of 2013.
We talk oF Same-sex Mn'ia_tyaf 77 /pisﬁrmwiow S w/t}y/wée‘fl«'c/
nonsense. he original and primary meanings of the Z‘arm/;rmnigr«,
had and still have to oo with unions betuween persons of o/ofa&t’f&
Sex, which unions generally had the expectation of a procrealive
oulcome . [t nuéof»g be said here that, jwrnl{y sfeaé,‘% the
Unior of any couple of the same sex will be t@O/LWCA»{é( and
/rwﬂm@ a%fzrenf; Anessential ways lo thewunion fa«ry cogo&/
g“a/o/oos«éte/ sex with rgavraé Lo amain purpose, thal of sexual con-
gresso rinlercovrse.

The linguiistic and [gy&m&&gny/imoa of this isthat
the term ‘marriage’in The Marriage (SameSex Couples) Act ispalse,
a nonsense. I renders the term marriage’ ambiguous. The usage
oF Al AnThe title A the Al is a J‘G/COrva(a}y and « @@l‘a}o/wncgé
one. /£ fa&'e{y /(:M/J[(:¢5 a /arénmg/ techrical Sameness’and it[antiéy
i homeosexual and heterssexwal unions.

Jo the éiw.stéo w‘act oF the Act has been to render
the Terms same and Sf/o.;def,f}rv this contlext the same rather than
different. This can ondy wreaken the logical and, lmjwtoa/u&azgc
‘;%famtne&é Ma(/tﬁcsakéeéy tomaﬁz%m[t the a‘rawvy o
other [o_yzwaé and L(«Wfoc distinctions. Thisisto be Igmtfaé

There isa /onmﬂeé to be drawn’ here between the structure
of the ambiguity in this makter and the structure <n the oﬂwy‘wé
AMSAGL Of the term Old Dunelmian’ '

e Any notion that the long genernl acceptance ambigui
(< inthe wses 9%/1& tm}vomﬂ ’nvy/Z’o in Jon{e/ufqyﬁfv?
/?rad&s/oxzaé socicly Lo arrive atthe wbﬁr‘fna/&zév)g"w meta -
f/w rical msage of the termv ‘marm‘;yc/’ would be a%walt to prove;
buit ! do enteortainthat netion: .
And [do Suqgest writh some czo;fr‘,c&nw%aﬁ WW
Z‘(.w{y mightt provide evidence of asort of causal link’ betwreen soci-
493' achievement oF The /Vlnrri/aye/ Cfmafex Co,w/:[ey/l ct and thead-
vance g‘w/uat frvt:g/l.t be called the tere/vﬁler‘nW,

/rv’tmrv.yana[eml.sﬁ (tamo a term that /m:yﬁt army/ot
not be Wtwé@ Lhere £5 amost serions and, to a [a{yz/ extent wil -

Sl misuse of primary and technical terms concerning sex and jem[zr:
That someone who is A«Zoloj/ém[{y a man may claim o be and to be
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a woman,, and. to have some alggrw o ﬁrmLst/oart and Pmtwﬁ'm/
in eswlaf/lir:y (rfgﬁt‘s in this maltter; is a acanjzrous /oosxoﬁwry‘br‘
So oéetj L be inv. f&ur/A/ m/)rza&cwv 'irvwrué/iry/{,n/ maltters essential
to Lifie ilself becomes established and garuuif, cogent and unambigu-
ous communicalion in % malters cwill become Mrea&:—ry{ypéﬁc-
icult. (mey¢no& rism/ AsS /érvtroaéwoéy nnu;/x;?mtces that are ab-
swrditios d m&taf/wrfécnlééy. /t/é{ja,énéf:y the power to o[amryl/ W
t/louj/vt and to su"iou.sg a[afﬂaft /orvfwmwé established social struc-
tures and processes. ThisAs wrong.
Again, | suggest a parallel here with thewseofthe term O
,D/unalnuian/).j Wj 4 f “
This betleris a somewhat edaborate response towhalisa
guite simple matter reqarding the constittion and Constitution o
o The Old Dunelmian Sociely! f the puite simple matter”has been
c[ea,r'{y w[cnz‘yv}oeoé) and the ‘somewhat elaborate Mfarwe/”/vws some val-
Mtéj, A %estiorv then is: How manch doesthat }vwlfe/ Srényo&/ nwoﬁ@r;.”
well, ‘matter’s
As The Roetician, / am constrained now to > go Anloverse :~
Once, & brilliant Olol Bajf.fac&y
JomwAa_f erredfrom the wos of. Sobriety;
And its Constitution
Wmd.fomw ablution ~
Finding pristing , good sense and propriely.  Cheers!
*/ ’/w/oa t)Aat L fellow Girl members .gfom",.fbazcify will excuse this (/oeééc 7
Michael qaéson/

March 2025
Rnudspord - Cheshire

Aja/oarw(ix A:-
The conclusion tonyt/w&i.s has [oyﬁec/vé/dé: that w—miéémar‘.?uéen i/ulrgs

that are not in:]ﬁrma,é verse but which have other but less o_éjufﬁig@ poetic
qualitios (€0 do with ‘ecxprossive language’ and.soforthy and whidymay be
in some ways poem - Z&A@Qa@/‘t, according to the logic of language, be
called someé/wy other t/(an/;oowusf



